110                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

in another; and if one conjecture should miss?
another might hit, as you see in the construction of
the appearing body of fire.

But the question is needless here; for if it be in
the Devil's power to inject the subject of a dream,
and put thoughts into the heads of those that are
asleep, it is then most certainly so far in his power
to give the interpretation of those thoughts to
whom he pleases to grant such a favour ; seeing the
whole scheme may be a mere cheat and delusion of
the evil spirit, on purpose to form another delusion,
namely, that of bringing in a conjurer or dreamer of
dreams to interpret it. This is indeed a true piece
of the legerdemain of hell, and it maybe called, the
Devil turned juggler; for it is so in the very abstract,
and nothing else.

All this is no great matter for Satan to do, if we
grant him only the power of infusing midnight
thoughts into the mind, which we have good reason
to believe he is able enough to perform, and yet
have no great matter of craft in Mm neither, not so
much as we are ordinarily willing to suppose the
Devil is master of. The variety is infinite that I
might suppose the Devil is capable to act among his
disciples by this piece of cunning, if we do but
allow him so much; and 1 cannot but say it is
very clear to me, that the Devil has a secret power
to inject innumerable things into our heads by
dream, and to make us dream almost what, and
when he pleases, so as may best serve his occasions,
and ours too.

And his advantages are very great by this fraud,
for he gives his instrument such an undoubted re-
putation for a revealer of secrets and an interpreter
of dreams, that nothing can be like it. Not Daniel
himself, who they said had an excellent spirit, and
that the spirit of the holy gods was in him, could
do more ; for by this means, the southsayer would